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Focument No. 668 /| 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS MONTHLY REPORT, SEPTEMBE} , 1942 
Published ty Foreigu Saction of the Pol’ce 
Burean of Home Ministry 


THE BlOYMENT OF WAR PRISONERS 
(Page 58) 


Recent condition of the demand and supply of labor in J: yan end the do- 
cision on the principles of employi::s war prisoners. 


The labor shortage problem in Javan )a3 become quite ac:te, becoming tore 
and more serious recently. In orce:> t> meet this situa ion, many peocle 
ere of the opinion that we had bette: employ, when nece:jsary, the war 
prisoners who are now interred a% Zontsuji, or at place. in the south 

ee a result of our success in the Freater East Asia War 


As a result, the Cabinet Planning Board entrusted by *): Army Adminie- 
trative Department for War Prisoners, held a conference »n August 15 
regarding the transfer of war prisoners to Japan proper nd their em 
ploymert. At thie conference the following principles ' are discussed 
and decided to be carried out, in order to transfer war ~risoners to 
Japan end employ them to mitigate the labor shortage an’ to carry out 
special imsportam work: 


I. Of tho industries in the National Mobilization Plan, war prisoners 
shall be employed for mining, stevedoring ami engin: iring und con- 
struction work for national defense. For the time sing, war 
prisoners shall be employed in etevedoring in import..at ports. 


For the time being, some 3,500 war prisoners shall hb sent \o 
Japan, According to results, the number shall be ‘):;reased later. 


The formalities regarding the employment of war priv nere wie 
arrenged dy Prefectural Governors through the “Yelfe;> Ministry. 


In the prefectures, the Prefectural Governor, or th: labor manageo- 
went organization appointed by the Yovernor, may, »' sh the consent 
of the Army, make plans and take charge of the Be went and 
supervision of war prisoners at the place of labor, 


Prisoner of war eamps for stevedores to be brought $. Japan for 
the present, following thie plan, will be set up as {-llows! 


Tokyo Hirehats 20: serson 
Yokohaus Mo ji 50’ ® 
Osaka Tobata 80 ° 
Kobe Muroran Su) * 
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2. Employment of war orisesiess ta bas Zewhav dt Injernment Comp. 


Before the above plan wis sot up, Lazy of vane war prisoners interned in 
the Zenteuji Internment Camp were already employed as laborers. That 
ie, at thie Zenteuji Prisoner of War Carp which was opened on January 14, 
about 450 American prisoners of war, etc. from Guam, had been interned, 
of which 150 Americans were sent to Osaka on June 9, interned at the 
City Gymnasium at Yawntayamatsvno-ch>, Minato-ku, Osaka, and had been 
working as stevedores since Juce 1%, Tho ontline of their working con- 
dition is as follows: They work eight hours per day, engaged in simple 
stevedoring worvk: as for ef®icioney ir ventiing light loade, they do 

not show much <)>) v> + > coneatc. 14h. tle Japanese laborers, bus in 
handling heary Jveats, of im wovk teaurtng ekiil, their efficiency is 
very low. Ac for Sbe'> weg2", va> laska Nistcict Harbor Transportation 
Stevedoring Con*tol Ciftce uolicais “vo yor per person per day from 

the direct emplcyers of the war privoners. The money is either handed 
in to the Army, use¢ for the expences of the prisoners of war recreation 
equipment, or Zor national deferse offerings and general expenses. 


The comparatively cheap wage has cai.ed the attention of men in the 
trade to the advantaze of using the prisoners of war, and is helping 

to increase the demand for their employment. The employment of war 
prisoners, as stated above, has resulted in controlling the rise of 
Dlack market wages of longshoremen, improving the efficiency of work, 
preventing longshoremen in the regular employ from being scattered, etc. 


Also, at the Takamateu branch of the Nippon Transportation Company, 
located at 21, 4-Chome, Shinminato-cho, ahout twenty prisoners of war 
interned in the Zenteuji Prisoner of War Camp were employed daily from 
August 22 for about a month in the Takamatsu Station for stevedoring 
to speed up the transportation of materiale in war-time, with satis~ 
factory results. 
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Document No. 668 A 


Statement of Source and Authenticity 


vie SEIBATA, Kosaturo «she reby certify that I am officially 
connected with the Jananese Guvermert in the following capacity: 
Administrative Officer of the Home Ministry, and that as such official 
I have custody of the document hereto attached consisting of _£1  nvages, 
dated September, 1942, snd described as follows: Foreign ‘ffairs Monthly 
Report 


I further certify that the attached record and document is an official 
Gocument of the Japanese Government, end thet it is part of the official 
archives and files of the following nemed ministry or department (snecify-— 


ing also the file number or cit; tion, if any, or any other officiel desig 
nation of the regular location of the document in the erchives or files): 


some /inistry. 


Signed at _ Tokyo on this [s/___*osaburo SHIBATA 
Signature of Official 
4th day of November, 1946. SEAL 


Secend Class Administrative Officer 
Witness: Seiichi OKADA /s/ of the Investigation Bureau of the 


memecneerrs (6) 0 Bb >: Sree 
Official Canecity 


Stetement of Officiel Procurement 


I, J. A. Curtis , hereby certify thet I am associeted 
with the General ‘eadquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers, and that the above certification was obtained by me from the 
above signed official of the Jananese Government in the conduct of my 
official business. 


Signed at _ Tokyo _ on this 
[s/ J, A. Curtis 2nd _ Lt. 


Sth dey of November, 1946 NAME 


___Inyestigator, IPS 


Witness: /s/ Richard ©, Larsh Official Canacity 
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